
The Convergence of Law and Technology

The following slides will provide a brief overview of the Potomac 
Publishing service – available exclusively through LexisNexis®.  

A mouse click or right or left arrow keys will move you through this PowerPoint.



• Comprehensive databases 
– US Statutes at Large, from 1789 forward
– All Bill and Resolutions for the current Congress
– The US Code
– Federal Register

• Features and Functions designed for ease of use
– Intuitive Interface
– Search or Browse data
– Hyperlinked References and Citations

• The proprietary Legislative Impact® and Regulatory
Impact® services
– Details the impact of pending legislation/regulation and 

existing law
– Organizes complex results into logical tabular form

Potomac Publishing Online offers:



Begin your research using browse, search or 
document retrieval.Enter your terms 

for a Quick Search.

Select your document 
type and fill in the 

citation template to Get 
a Document.

Click on any of 
the lists, tables or 

data types to 
begin browsing.

…or go 
directly to 
Legislative 

or 
Regulatory 
Impact®



Legislative Impact® can be applied across all Federal Legislation.

Legislative Impact® will detail the 
law’s impact when enacted, how the 
law has been amended since it was 

enacted and which Bills currently 
pending in Congress could further 

amend the law in question.

Enter Act name, Public Law 
number, US Code title or 

section, bill number…

Start by typing 
“patriot” into the 
Act Name box.



Entering the search term “patriot” into Act Name 
returns the following results.

Click on the 
text of the 

item you are 
interested in.



A Legislative Impact® report is created for the 
item you selected, in this case the Patriot Act.

Within the 
Legislative Impact®
report you can click to 
see full Text, PDF or 

History.



Scrolling through the Legislative Impact® report brings 
you to the three key impact areas.

Legislative Impact® details the 
impact of a law when enacted, 
identifies amendments to this 

law since enactment, and 
highlights current bills which 

could impact this law.



Each Impact area can be expanded to show the Impact table.

Click to view the 
details of the 
Impact table.

This table shows the impact of the 
Patriot Act on the Atomic Energy 

Act of 1954.

Hyperlinks 
take you to the 

text of the 
selected 

document.



Continue scrolling through the report to reach the current legislation section. 

View bills being considered in the 
current Congress which could 

Impact the Patriot Act.

Modify your display to: View detail, Group by section or 
instruction, Display bills that have been introduced, 

enrolled…. 



Legislative Impact® can be used to view the Impact for an entire area of law.

Legislative Impact allows 
you to check an entire 
Title of the U.S. Code.

Modify the display to 
View results based on 

statutory section.



You can get to a Legislative Impact® result from the full text of a document.

While viewing a document, that you found through browse or 
search, you may click on Impact.

Place your cursor over 
Next and Previous 

Document buttons for 
a pop-up preview of 
what document you 

will link to.

Floating footers indicate the document you are 
viewing and even the page that you are on.



Regulatory Impact® can be applied across all Federal Regulation.

Start by date or with a Federal 
Register citation.

Retrieve an Impact statement based on date ranges, Agency, CFR Title, 
CFR Part or CFR Section.  



The Impact table is expanded to show the result.

The table shows all relevant 
information and the links take 

you directly to the internal pages.



View an Impact result by CFR Title.

Results for the last 
week of CFR Titles that 
have an Impact result.  

The Titles are 
expandable to view the 

Impacted Parts and 
results tables.



It is easy to retrieve a document when you know the citation.

Easily and quickly retrieve a 
document using the Get a Document 

pull-down menu and entering the 
desired citation.



From the main screen you can select to browse through bills.

Browse easily through materials using convenient 
drill down menus.  Quickly scan headings to 

determine relevance.

Each version of the bill is 
available.



To browse Public Laws, start by selecting which Congress you wish to view.

Click the text to browse 
by Congress and scan 

quickly through the 
headings.



After selecting the 110th Congress, you see the headings for all of the Public Laws.

Sort by date, public law number, bill number or official 
title.  Display in ascending or descending order.

Click to select Text, 
PDF or Impact.



From the main screen, select to Browse the U.S. Code.

It is easier to browse 
than it is to run word 

searches through 
repetitive language.

Scroll through the 
list of Titles.  Click 

on Labor.



Browse through the chapters within the selected Title.

Click to drill 
down from Title 
to Chapter level.  

Select a 
Chapter to keep 

drilling down.



Continue to drill down to section level.

Click on the section 
to view the full text.



Easily browse through the U.S. Code by section.

Browse through documents using next and 
previous document buttons.

Place the cursor 
over the button to 
see where the link 

will take you.



From the main screen you can select to Browse by Popular Name.

Easily identify relevant Acts. 



If you are not certain where to begin, try a Quick Search.

Enter your terms in the Quick Search 
box in the left hand panel.

The results screen 
indicates how many 
documents, in each 
database, contain 

your search term(s) 
in the headings.



Find out the Impact that Potomac Publishing online will 
have for you.  Available only on LexisNexis®.

• Featuring the proprietary Legislative Impact® service

• Featuring the proprietary Regulatory Impact® service

• Intuitive user interface

• Historical and current laws 
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